
Welcome to this session 
Men, Masculinities and Climate Justice

Is changing masculine norms and behaviour
an important key to end fossil fueled Patriarchy?

Please sit down 
and start by reflecting alone or share with someone next to you: 

What do I think and feel
regarding links between masculinity norms and the Climate Crisis? 



Agenda
Welcome!  Introduction.

Presentation 
Martin Hultman, Chalmers – research on masculinities and climate change
Reflections

Presentation
Vidar Vetterfalk, MÄN  –to engage men in care for humans and Earth together with
everyone
Reflections

Presentation    
Sohanur Rahman, FFF Bangladesh – Powerful voice from the Most Affected People
and Areas
Reflections



Martin Hultman
Associate professor in Science, Technology and 
Evironmenal Studies, Chalmers University of
Technology, Gothenburg, Sweden.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gDsfvPQ_X2U



New book released last week



Reflections alone or in pairs
2 min per person

What do I feel and think when I listen to Martin?
(What happens in me when I care about this?)

(What does it inspire me to do? / What would I like to 
take care of and how?) 



Organisationen MÄN

Engagera pojkar och män för jämställdhet och 
mot mäns våld

I nära samarbete med kvinnorörelsen

Förebygga våld

I Sverige och internationellt



Organisationen MÄN

2014 This Changes Everything, Naomi Klein

Ekofeminism, Ekologiska maskuliniteter 

2017 MeToo

2018 MeToo + Klimatkrisen



Young female climate activists leading the 
Climate Justice movement Fridays for Future 
state that the climate crisis is not just about the 
environment. 
”It is a crisis of human rights, of justice, and of 
political will. Colonial, racist, and patriarchal 
systems of oppression have created and fueled 
it. We need to dismantle them all”. 
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/climate-strikes-un-conference-madrid-by-greta-thunberg-et-al-2019-11

https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/climate-strikes-un-conference-madrid-by-greta-thunberg-et-al-2019-11


Industrial / Bread winner Eco-modern Eco-logical



How can we move from EGO to ECO
From Patriarchy to Partnership?

How can we engage more men in the transition?



8 sessions

Swedish
English
Russian

Listen, Share, Reflect, Act
https://mfj.se/en/resources

https://mfj.se/en/resources


https://undertallarna.se/
https://www.routledge.com/Ecological-Masculinities-

Theoretical-Foundations-and-Practical-Guidance/Hultman-
Pule/p/book/9780367893699

https://workthatreconnects.org/

https://undertallarna.se/
https://www.routledge.com/Ecological-Masculinities-Theoretical-Foundations-and-Practical-Guidance/Hultman-Pule/p/book/9780367893699
https://workthatreconnects.org/


To feel part of something, 
simply makes it harder to dominate 

and easier to care.

Robin Hedenqvist 2020, research based on in-depth interviews with 
participants from the reflective groups.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SYk4akHlZsLj5Qx9WepOl2G658vEvuQY/view?fbclid=IwAR3yVSd0pEs5RJui-XwMx91I2zGl8wXfN6lv84A68-YJGfdmMR0KJauVyps


Participating in the reflective groups did not lead 
to greater factual knowledge regarding issues of 
gender and environment but to enhanced ability 
to practice the knowledge in everyday life

Robin Hedenqvist 2020, research based on in-depth interviews with 
participants from the reflective groups.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SYk4akHlZsLj5Qx9WepOl2G658vEvuQY/view?fbclid=IwAR3yVSd0pEs5RJui-XwMx91I2zGl8wXfN6lv84A68-YJGfdmMR0KJauVyps


https://men-care.org/resources/?type=videos

https://men-care.org/


Photo exhibition
«Father business. 

Green version»
Questions were asked to the fathers: 

What environment do you want to leave
behind to your children? 

Sergei Zakharov, Russia



Dmitry Komarov, entrepreneur, with his son Matthew:
“I want to believe that in the future people will come to a symbiosis 

with the environment and will stop destroying their home.”



Maxim Grigoriev, programmer, with his son Rodion: 
“Nature and humans are inextricably linked and have a huge impact 

on each other, so it is imperative that they exist on mutually 
beneficial conditions. "I would like to leave a legacy to my son for 

nature, which is glad to be close to human, and planting new trees is 
what we can do together to make our dreams come true."



Key questions 
for the Global MenEngage Alliance:

• How can we as members and partners of the MenEngage
Alliance, and broadly, be accountable to the youth (mainly 
girls) and the women who are in the frontlines for Climate 
Justice?

• What can our movements achieve by joining hands?
• How can we together inspire, develop, and renew a 

common political agenda and strategy based on care to 
meet the urgency of today’s existing and emerging 
challenges?

• How can we contribute to the transformation from 
domination to care with our feminist knowledge and 
experience in how to engage boys and men?



Reflections alone or in pairs
2 min per person

What do I feel and think when I listen to Vidar?
(What happens in me when I care about this?)

(What does it inspire me to do? / What would I like to 
take care of and how?) 



From the conference website: 

CEMUS and the Sigtuna Foundation welcome you to 
the fifth ClimateExistence 2021! Together we will
ask the difficult questions, searching in the 
darkness for glimpses of light to guide our steps 
forward. Venturing into the blackest black, standing
closer to the edge, stepping into the void.

” I want to stand as close to the edge as I can
without going over. Out on the edge you see all the 
kinds of things you can’t see from the center.”           
Kurt Vonnegut



Sohanur Rahman

Youth activist and Chief Executive, Bangladesh 
Model Youth Parliament
and founding member of Fridays For Future
Bangladesh



Why Young People? 
• We, the young generation, are 1/3 of 

currently population of Bangladesh
• We will continue to be the larger segment 

over the next two decades
• It will be us, young people, who will have to 

face the environmental and climate 
challenges and many social and economic 
challenges

• So we are getting prepared – with 
knowledge, information, and joining hands 
of solidarity to ensure our future is secured



COP25: Current CVF Chair PM 
Hasina

“Our children
will not forgive
us if we fail to
ensure their
future. Every
moment, the
cost of our
inaction is
devastating
every living

h



Protecting the Future



Dear John Kerry
• Remember when you brought your young

granddaughter to the United Nations while
signing the Paris Agreement? We are the
generation that has to deal with more severe
climate impacts than ever and are already
bearing its brunt. Our children will face
disasters at a scale we have never seen before.
As young people from around the world, we
demand an end to inaction on climate-
induced loss and damage, which endangers
our future.







Our Actions so far
• YouthNet for Climate Action started its journey in 2016
• With support from development partners, we have grown 

and currently we have presence in 25 districts
• In 2019 

– we led youth movement in over 15 coastal districts in Bangladesh
– We joined in several workshops to enhance our capacity

• In 2020
– Coastal Youth Action Hub Launching 
– Digital #ClimateStrike
– During COVID19 – we reached out to 2 thousands most vulnerable 

families with assistance (in Barisal and other districts) 
– We responded to cyclone Amphan in Satkhira and Environmental 

Catastrophe in Cox’s Bazar
– With support from partners – we hosted 5 capacity building 

sessions, and series of dialogues on climate change



3 Landmark victory for Bangladesh

• 2019: Planetary Emergency Declaration by 
Parliament

• 2020: Phase-out Coal announcement 
• 2021: Decarbonizing prosperity plan by  focus 

on renewables. 



Voice of Satkhira





Voice of Cox’s Bazar 









Youth Led #ClimateStric in Bangladesh
Dhaka Gopalgonj

Khulna



What have we learned?
• We have to be ready with skills, knowledge 

and tools and create our own space in policy 
making / decision making processes 

• We have to continue demanding actions to 
protect us from climate change impacts, 
nationally and globally, until our demands are 
met

• We have to be united, locally, nationally and 
globally – for a world that we will share. 



Coastal Youth Action Hub



Coastal Youth Action Hub
This Hub will be a space for co-creation & knowledge management for 
exploring youth’s innovation & solutions.  This hub will act: 
Enhance Access on Knowledge & Resources
(Capacity building, mentoring, Fellowship, Idea incubation, Digital 
Platform)
Research, Advocacy and Campaign
( Study/Action research, Advocacy, Campaign, Youth Parliament) 
Linking Local to Global Actions
( Mapping youth organisation’s database, networking, Solidarity)

• Key activities of the hub are: i) Study circle on climate change issue; 
ii)Monthly meeting of district level networks; iii)Newsletter and 
dissemination; iv)Campaign on social media (face book, Instagram and 
tweeter); v)Social audit of climate projects & sharing with relevant 
departments and vi)Capacity building of youth networks at district 
level. 



“Which planet will we leave behind to the young 
environmentalists like Greta or the Coastal Youth Action Hub in 

Bangladesh? We can't jeopardize their future.





https://bdyouthactionhub.org/

https://bdyouthactionhub.org/


Road to COP26…….

• We are Unheard, Not 
Voiceless!

• COP26 should be 
Peoples COP, Youth 
COP (Vision 
Document) + Gender

• Bring Local Voice
• Empowerment 

initiative





Thank You!



Reflections alone or in pairs
2 min per person

What do I feel and think when I listen to Sohanur?
(What happens in me when I care about this?)

(What does it inspire me to do? / What would I like to 
take care of and how?) 



Thank you







The Small & Big Room
Small Room

Self 
reflection

Big Room
Understanding 

society

- openness
- experience
- individual
- gut/emotion
- I and you

- critique
- theory
- structure
- head/reason

-patriarchy 

gender
power



Sharing in the Small Room



Message to the  
MenCare Global 
meeting one year 
ago from
Greta Thunberg
Fridays for Future 

“Hi! 
I want you to come and 
support the school 
strike because you 
should think of your 
children and 
grandchildren and what 
future they are going to 
have. And you should 
take your responsibility 
and do everything for 
them.”






2 min per person

What do I feel and think when I listen to Katrien, 
Anuna, Greta, Martin and Sohanur?
(What happens in me when I care about this?)

(What does it inspire me to do? / What would I like to 
take care of and how?) 



Please write in the chatt:
1. What do I bring with me from today? 

2. Your contact info if you want to take part in a 
deepening process with the Guide for Reflective
Groups: Men in the Climate Crisis (Jan – June)
Please specify as facilitator or as participant

Facilitators will be invited to a half day training in Jan





Thank you
all co-creating

organisations, speakers, 
interpreters and 

participants!
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